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Never miss an issue! _ : : 
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thoughts and comments to 


ISSUE 


ASSASSIN’S CREED 
TEMPLARS 
CROSS OF WAR 


With Andre Bolden - the last surviving 
descendent of The Black Cross - on site, Templar 
agents Juhani Otso Berg and Violet da Costa have 

begun to delve deeper into the history of this 
mysterious guardian of Templar ethics. 


Via the Animus, André journeys to the 
Barbary Coast of the early nineteenth century, 
where two mismatched indivduals - Solo Bolden 
and Jan Van der Graff - are enroute to Tripoli in 
the hope of infiltrating the Sultan's palace. 


But with their motives and the Black Cross connection 
unclear, it seems the mystery has only just begun... 
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..AND THUS . 
OUR PROBLEM. NOT \ 
ONLY DO WE FACE AN 
ANTECEDENT TIMELINE 
THAT WE ALREADY 
KNEW WA 


E Ss 
FRACTURED... 


~_...BUT NOW N® 

WE HAVE TO DEAL 
WITH THE REAL 
POSSIBILITY OF 
LOSING TRACK 
OF THE ENTIRE 
SE OCOPINES 


pi 


.._BECAUSE... 


[ 


PUN ) NEW 


SOLO 
BOLDEN IS NOT 
MY ANCESTOR. 


7 THIS 
{ GIRAFFE 


GUY Is. 
— 


I KNOW. 
LOOSEN UP, 
HONEY. 
WHAT DO 


WE KNOW 
ABOUT THIS 


AL 
NOTHING. HE 
APPEARS VERY 
BRIEFLY IN THE 
ACCOUNTS OF 
TAVIS) OLIER AND 
OF SAE Lose 
OF THE -- 


CAITLIN... 
PLEASE... 


WHAT I 
MEAN |S, TAVIS 


DRE, I 
TOLD YOU NO MORE 
LIES AND I MEANT IT. 
BUT I WANT TO AVOID 
CERTAIN INFORMATION 
FOR YOUR OWN 
PROTECTION. 


I CAN 
ROLL WITH 
\ THAT...FOR 
Now. 


I 
BEG YOUR 
PARDON? 


WAS THE PREVIOUS 
BLACK CROSS. HE 
WAS MISSING AND 

PRESUMED DEAD BY 
THE TIME OF SOLO 

BOLDEN. 


SO HOW 
DID GRAFF 
END UP IN HIS 
MEMOIRS? 


BB 
we 
= 
vo 


YOU'RE 
LETTING DRE 
SEE A LOT OF 
OUR CARDS. 


IS THAT 
WISE? 


DRE ISA 
SOLDIER. HE 


IMPORTANT. 


BESIDES, 
HE HAS HIS OWN 
REASONS FOR 
HELPING Us. 


IT'S JUST 
THAT...L'VE 
NEVER KNOWN 
YOU TO BE SO 
TRUSTING. 


QUIET 
YOUR FOOL 
MOUTH. YOU 
KNOW THAT ] 

WA 


OF COURSE. 
THOUGH I WAGER 
YOUR BUSINESS 
IS ALMOST AS 
DARK. 


ARE 
YOU BEING 
CLEVER? 


MY FRIEND. 
PLEASE 


STOP CALLING 
ME THAT. YOU ARE 
BARELY MORE THAN 

A STRANGER 
TO ME. 
ALTHOUGH . 
THIS PORT IS BY FAR 
STRANGER. WHY DOES 
THE CAPTAIN CHOOSE 
TO TRADE IN SUCH A 
NEFARIOUS SETTING? 
ERNA 


WHY NOT 2 
a 


I WAGER 
HIS SHIP TRADES IN 
WARES CONSIDERED 
DISTASTEFUL IN 
PROPER CIRCLES. 


WHY ELSE 
WOULD HE 
TRANSPORT 


A SLAVE 
TRADER? «| 


ARRANGEMENTS 
HAVE BEEN MADE. 


ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR WHAT? 


I HAVE A 
QUESTION. 


AND 
WHAT |S THAT, 
MY_ STALWART 

COMPANION? 


WHY DID 
YOU HAVE TWO 
CAMELS WAITING 
FOR YOU IN 


YOU 
PREVARICATE. 


As YOU 
WISH. BUT L 
WILL HAVE MY 
ANSWER. 


BEHOLD ; 

) “THE JEWEL 
TRIPOLI! OF AFRICA. 
GLEAMING STAR 


OF THE EASTERN 
WORLD. 


YOU'VE 
BEEN HERE 
BEFORE 


THE 
“OCTOPUS'S 
BEAK"! 
WELCOME. 
WHY 
DO YOU KEEP 
ANNOUNCING 


PLACES YOU'VE 
NEVER BEEN?_Z/ 


EDMUND! 
AHKBAR! 


ACTUALLY 
No. 


BUT I'VE 
HEARD MANY 
THINGS IN ITS 

FAVOR. 


GRAFF, 1 
TRULY CANNOT 
TELL IF YOU ARE 
VERY CLEVER OR 
YOU SPEAK A COMPLETE 
AS IF ONE FOOL. 
NEGATES THE / 1 
OTHER. 


QUIET YOU 
PINK SKINNED IDIOT! HAS 

MAVANLWANTED POR. THE Desert 

DESERTION FROM 
THE MARINES? 


I CAN 
ATTEST TO 
BOTH IN THE 
NEGATIVE. 


YOUR 
FRIEND IS A 
JESTER, I'LL 

WARRANT! 


THE FIRST BIT 
OF MIRTH TO EVER 
DROP FROM HIS 
SKULL! 


NONSENSE. 
LIKE ANY 
CIVILISED_MAN... 
FIRST DRINK... 


- THEN 
BUSINESS. 


Res IT IS 
Thi IS THE LOCKED BUT 
a atee toy UNGUARDED DURING 
eee ae = THE DAY. THE SULTAN 
i 2 A HAS His TREASURES 
4) \ DELIVERED TO HIM 
THROUGH HERE. 


GOLD AND JEWELS 
DELIVERED IN 
SEC! 


IE OF COURSE. FINALLY I 
FAIR PORTION MY WORD. WILL BE ABLE 


O ME? TO RETURN 
HOME. 


WAITRESS! 


EITHER 
WAY, IT WILL BE 
AN EVENTFUL 
DAY. 


Later that WA, D MAVE 


PUPNING... WHY, 
WHATEVER DO 
YOU... MEAN? 


YOU ARE 
INEBRI- *HIC* -ATED. 
YOU MUST ANSWER 

" MY QUESTION. 


I DIDN'T 
THINK YOU'D 
WANT TO 

SHARE. 


a AND THIS 
: DIAMOND? 


BLAMIG 
HOLD, _ 
DESERTER! 


BLAM 
BLAM~ 


IS THERE A 
PROBLEM? 


I THOUGHT 
I SAW SOMETHING. 
IT'S NOTHING. 


FOCUS, 
PLEASE. 


YOU SEEM 
UNMOVED BY THE 
DEATH OF_YOUR 
FRIEND. 


DID YOU 
KNOW HIM 
LONG? 


an HOPE YOU oe 
RNED OVER M 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY V WHEN 
DEATH COMES FOR YOU, 


WE ALL 
GRIEVE IN 
OUR OWN 
FASHION. 


PERHAPS 
I HAVE NO 
MORE SADNESS 
LEFT. 


PERHAPS ~\ 

EVERYTHING OF \ 

{VALUE HAS BEEN 

TAKEN AND I HAVE 

NO TEARS LEFT 

TO GRIEVE OLD 
FRIENDS. 


NOW HARDLY 
SEEMS THE TIME 
FOR SOUVENIR 
SHOPPING. 


I DIDN'T 
KNOW YOU 
SPOKE 
ARABIC. 


IF I HAVE 
OFFENDED YOU, SIR, 
PLEASE ACCEPT MY 
HUMBLE AND SINCERE 

APOLOGY. 


] YOU ARE 
MORE THAN WHAT 
YOU SEEM. 1 SEE 

THAT Now. 


WHAT YOU DO 
NOT KNOW ABOUT 
ME, SIR, WOULD FILL 
THE LIBRARY OF 
ALEXANDRIA. 


DEPENDS 
ON YOUR POINT 


APPRECIATED. 


DON'T TOUCH 
THE CRATES. THEY MAY 
BE ARRANGED IN SUCH 
A WAY AS TO INDICATE 
TO OBSERVERS IF THIS 
PASSAGE HAS BEEN 
MOLESTED. 


A COMB, 
GRAFF? YOUR 
HAIR. LOOKS 


YOUR SENSE 
OF HUMOR GROWS 
IN MAGNITUDE WITH 

EVERY PASSING 
MOMENT. 


SOON NO 
ONE WILL BE 
ABLE TO TELL 

US APART. 


WHY, I 
BELIEVE YOU ARE 
GROWING RATHER 

FOND OF ME. 


AFTER WE 
ACHIEVE OUR GOALS, 
YOU SHALL HAVE TO 
TEACH ME A FEW OF 

YOUR TRICKS. 


PERHAPS 
HAVE OVERSTATED 
THE MATTER. 


I BELIEVE 
I SEE A LIGHT 
UP AHEAD. I SEEM 
TO REMEMBER AN 
ANTECHAMBER 
ON THE MAP. 


PERHAPS. 


WELL, YOU 
WONDERED WHY I 
ENLISTED YOUR 
HELP. 


You 
HAVE YOUR 
ANSWER. 


AHKBAR, YOU 
BASTARD! 


TAVIS...FIND. 
THE...BLACK 


1 THOUGHT 
YOU WERE THE 
BLACK CROSS, 

MY FRIEND. 


IF YOU THINK YOU'LL 
GET CLOSE TO THE 
KOH-I-NOOR! 


THE DIAMOND. 
YOU THINK IT'S 
JUST A PRECIOUS 
STONE. BUT IT'S 
MUCH MORE 
THAN THAT. 


DEPENDS... 
ON YOUR POINT... 
OF VIEW. 


UNHAND ME, 
BRIGANDS! 


TAKE HEART, 
GRAFF. PERHAPS 


THE SULTAN WILL 
TREASURE 


ALL RIGHT. 
WE'VE SEEN 
ENOUGH. 


IS DEAD. GRAFF 1s A 
I DON'T PRISONER. WE KNOW 
LESS THAN WE DID 
BEFORE. 


HOW FAR 
HOLD ON, DO WE PUSH 
OLD TIMER. THIS? / 
HELP Is 
COMING. 


OTSO, GET 
ME A MEDIC 
PLEASE. 


ONE'S ON 
THE WAY. KEEP 
HIM COMFORTABLE. 


WEEE COMine 


HIM THE WHOLE 
DECK? 


NOT NOW, 
DAMMIT. THE MAN 
IS POSSIBLY HURT. 
LET'S DEAL WITH 

THAT FIRST, 

SHALL WE? 


MAN, THAT... 
TOOK IT OUT OF 
ME EVEN MORE 
THAN THE FIRST 

TIME. 


WHAT-- 
WHAT'S THE 
KOH-I-NOOR? 


TAKE YOUR 

TIME, DRE. 

THERE'S NO 
RUSH. 


LET'S GET 
YOU OUT OF 
THIS THING. MIND 
YOUR HEAD, OLD 
TIMER. 


WATCH YOUR 
BACK... 


1 BE 
EOMTINUED... 


TEMPLARS 


TRIPOLI: THE MERMAID OF 


THE MEDITERRANEAN 


ounded in the 7th century BC 
FE: the Phoenicians, Tripoli 

(originally named Oea) is the 
capital and largest city in the State 
of Libya. 

With a history spanning several 
centuries, the city was held by a 
number of multinational states during 
its formative years, including the 
Roman and Spanish Empires, before 
falling to Ottoman rule in the mid- 
fourteenth century. 

Named for the three cities 
encompassing the province, the Eyalet 
of Tripolitania quickly became one of 
most impressive territories along the 
North African Coast. Governed by a 
series of Pashas and Deys, the city 
remained largely independent from 


the Sultan, despite remaining under 
nominal Ottoman rule. 

Ruling from 1766-1838, Yusuf 
Karamanli was the most infamous 
of his dynasty. With the city a base 
of operation for Barbary corsairs, 
tensions soon escalated between 
the United States and North Africa. 
Numerous American vessels fell 
foul to the state’s piratical practices 
and, following the Pasha’s demand 
for an increase in tribute, a naval 
force was sent from the US to 
blockade the city. 

These acts would lead to the 
Barbary Wars of the early 19th 
century, leaving the Ottomon Empire 
with little choice but to comply with 
the demands of the United States. 


EARLY BARBARY 


BY DENNIS CALERO 


Following on from Solo’s untimely fate, Graff 
resigns himself to his permanent residency 
in the Sultan’s dungeons. But one of his 
fellow inmates just might have a trick or 
two up his sleeve to secure an escape... 
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